
An overview of development plans and improvements for the Kilmainham-Inchicore area  
– how you can engage and learn more. 

SHAPE YOUR 
LOCAL FUTURE

Vol. 01

In this issue:
– Info on local planning 
– New developments on the way
– Housing
– Environment
– Heritage, culture and arts
– Helpful map
– Amenity improvements
   and much more!
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Thomas Kinsella
Born in Inchicore

Poet of international 
reputation.  

Died in 2021. RIP.

NOVEMBER 2022

www.kilmainham-inchicore.ie
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Aerial view of Bully’s Acre to 
the left on entering IMMA.

What 
makes  
us KIN

Kilmainham Inchicore Network (KIN)  
is a unique community network,  
founded in 2016.

The Network meets monthly and works with 
the local community to facilitate engagement 
in the enhancement and development of our 
area. 

KIN was originated by Dublin City Council, and 
as such operates a close working relationship 
with the Council. 

Over the last five years, KIN has comprised 
representatives from local neighbourhoods, 
community organisations, statutory bodies, 
some local businesses, along with the DCC Local 
Area Manager and local elected Councillors. As 
needs arise subcommittees are formed to deal 
with various planning and programming issues.

Inchi-core values
From the outset, KIN’s primary function 
has been to facilitate inquiry and response 
to local issues – with an aim to advance a 
stronger, more representative and initiative-
taking organisation and community. To do 
this, KIN has undertaken considerable work 
in understanding Inchicore and Kilmainham’s 
distinct neighbourhoods. 

We have carried out significant research, 
interactions, and outreach with many 
local bodies, including schools, youth and 
community development organisations, 
residents’ associations, addiction services, 
specialist groups in childcare provision, 
services for the elderly, and local enterprise, 
commercial and service bodies.

Below are some of the lead City and area-
based organisations that KIN works with in a 
coordinated and progressive manner: Dublin 
South City Partnership; Inchicore College of Further 
Education (ICFE); the Inchicore Environmental Group 
(IEG); St Patricks Athletic FC; Common Ground; Circle 
Housing VHA; IMMA; the City Arts Office; Dublin City 
Council Cultural Company (DCCC); and Liffey Gaels/
Good Council GAA, as well as many local businesses 
over the years.

FRC Summer Family 
Day with DCC Dog 
Show at St Michael’s 
Estate site, July 
2022. 

Visitors to the May Fair at Richmond Barracks, Inchicore.

Bully’s Acre 
The former 3.7-acre public cemetery, one of Dublin’s 
oldest, is located adjacent to IMMA and has existed for 
over a thousand years. It is believed to hold the graves 
of many killed at the Battle of Clontarf including a 
son and grandson of Brian Boru. Over time it became 
a pauper’s cemetery. The site was also used for 
socialising which often resulted in faction fighting. 
Body snatchers, too, were busy people – providing 
corpses to surgeons for a price. Studies estimated that 
several hundred thousand persons were buried here.

The Inchicore Railway Works 
Established by the Great Southern and Western Railway, this is 
the largest engineering complex of its kind in Ireland, with a site 
area of 295,000 m2 (73 acres). It is currently under consideration 
by the Land Development Agency as a future site for a major 
housing initiative and by Dublin City Council as the potential 
site for a National Transport Museum and cultural campus. It 
celebrated its 175th Anniversary in 2022 with an open day for the 
public that was attended by thousands of enthusiasts.  

SEARCH IN YOUTUBE FOR THE FOLLOWING VIDEOS  
•  Inchicore Works: 175 years at the heart of Ireland’s railways

•  C.I.E Inchicore Works Open Day 1958  

Did you know
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KIN’s commitment to facilitating 
programme initiatives and cultivating 
local leadership stands to bring 
a new dynamic to bear around 
active citizenship – and fostering a 
healthy, creative, and compassionate 
neighbourhood. Our aim is to facilitate 
the improvement of our area – as a place 
to live, work and play.

In recent times, given the range of local 
planning processes and development 
strategies, it is essential that KIN find 
an effective means of communication 
and engagement with as wide a 
community as possible. KIN wants 
to become more representative of 
our community and facilitate better 
engagement.

Looking forward, we are focused on 
stronger outcomes across a range of 
issues – from ecology and conservation, 
to education and recreation, to housing 
and transport, to heritage and culture 
and more. The aim is to improve the 
quality of life for everyone here.

Progress & plans
In 2021–2022, the Network conducted a review 
process to work towards a formal, Five Year 
Vision and Strategic Plan 2023–2027. The new 
plan will be published in the New Year.

In October 2022 the KIN office will open at  
6 Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore Village.  
A new KIN website will go live in October.  
www.kilmainham-inchicore.ie 

Get in touch

Eamon Devoy  
is the Independent Chairperson 
of the Network and acts as a link 
between the community and 
Dublin City Council. As a former 
General Secretary of one of 
Ireland’s largest trade unions, 
Eamon is a strong community and 
political activist.

Email: devoyeamon@gmail.com 

Aoife Hannan  
has been Programme Manager 
of KIN since its inception, acting 
as a liaison between the local 
community and Dublin City 
Council. She has a keen interest 
in community development and 
regeneration, holding a research, 
business, and crafts background. 
Aoife lives in Inchicore.

Email: aoife.hannan@dublincity.ie 

Michelle Meier  
is assistant to the Project 
Manager. Michelle is responsible 
for KIN social media and 
administrative tasks. 

Email: mmeier@dublincity.ie

A warm welcome
As an increasingly multicultural 
community, with people arriving 
from all over the world, KIN 
is collaborating with other 
local agencies and groups to 
welcome recently arrived people 
in orientating and grounding 
themselves, and setting about  
their work and family life. 

“ Now in Inchicore 

my cigarette-smoke rises 

like lonesome pub-talk” 

– Inchicore Haiku, Michael Hartnett

Participant at recent 
Multicultural Event 
organised by DSCP, 
St Pat’s FC and DCC 
in Richmond Park, 
June 2022.

A few good Saints 
at Richmond Park.
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Junction of South Circular and 
Inchicore Roads and Old Courthouse.

The big 
picture

The Dublin City 
Development Plan 
sets out policies and 
objectives for the 
sustainable development 
of the city as a whole
The next plan is to come into effect by the end of 
2022 and will be in operation until the end of 2028.

The plan provides for a wide range of strategic needs, 
including sustainable development, housing, infrastructure 
such as transport, community facilities and amenities, 
public spaces, neighbourhood regeneration programmes, 
vibrant social and cultural communities.

The plan includes major changes for the Kilmainham-
Inchicore area – and indeed major developments such as 
the City Edge Project. www.dublincitydevelopmentplan.ie

Planned and 
proposed 
developments 
in Kilmainham/
Inchicore

• The Emmet Road Development, 
formerly St. Michael’s Estate, 
planning application was lodged 
with An Bord Pleanála in October 
2022 and will become home to an 
estimated 1200 new residents.  
See page 12 for more.

• A proposed development for 
the large CIE Works, would see 
the construction of 5,000 new 
homes. This proposal is part 
of The City Edge Project that 
also includes the ESB and OPW 
lands in Inchicore. The City Edge 
Project www.cityedge.ie will see 
the construction of circa 45,000 
new homes in the area around 
the Naas Road out as far as the 
M50. See page 13.

The scale of these proposed housing 
developments will dramatically increase 
the population in our area, and as such 
will require a proportionate increase 
in provision for childcare, education, 
transport, social and cultural amenities, 
and more.

The challenge of community integration 
is to embrace change, build community 
spirit, and make our new neighbours feel 
welcome and encouraged to participate 
in existing community programmes, and 
to develop new ones as required.
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Irish Rail Inchicore Works.
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 Looking after each other

 KIN (n): family; the web of

 social relationships that form

 an important part of the 

 lives of all humans in society. Public transport provision 
is key for a whole range 
of reasons – climate 
action, social and cultural 
connection, and greater 
access to employment, 
education, shopping, and 
family. Below you’ll find 
updates and proposed 
new routes for the 
Kilmainham-Inchicore 
neighbourhoods.

BUS ROUTES
Inchicore – 13, 68, 69, 79, 
126

Kilmainham – 123, 13, 68, 
79, C1, C3, C4, C2, 52

BUS CONNECTS
Before the end of 2022, a 
decision is due on the Bus 
Connects proposed new 
bus route, Route 7, Liffey 
Valley to City Centre. This 
route would run along 

Grattan Crescent, Emmet 
Road, and Old Kilmainham 
Road into the city centre.
This plan would provide 
bus lanes in both 
directions on Grattan 
Crescent (artist’s 
impression below) and 
one southbound lane 
for general traffic. At 
Old Kilmainham/Mount 
Brown a staggered Bus 
Gate would operate in 
AM and PM peak times. 
For more information see 
www.liffeyvalleyscheme.ie

GET ON YOUR BIKE
Several new cycle routes 
are due for construction 
in Inchicore/Kilmainham 
over the next decade, 
including the Camac, Liffey, 
Grand Canal, and N06 
greenways. Other primary 
cycle networks in the area 
are also proposed. See 
map on pages 8–9 for 
outline of routes.

Public consultation on 
the cycle route from Suir 
Road to Thomas Street 
is now open at http://
consultation.dublincity.ie, 

with leaflets and drawings 
circulated to the public. 
activetraveloffice@
dublincity.ie can give you 
more information. The other 
routes will be released 
over the next few years. 

DART+ SOUTHWEST: 
TRAIN ROUTE 
IMPROVEMENT
The proposed 
Dart+Southwest 
project would provide a 
sustainable, electrified, 
and more frequent 
rail service between 
Hazelhatch and Celbridge 
and Dublin City centre, 
while also increasing 
capacity and reducing 
journey times for non-
electrified InterCity and 
commuter services. A 
further station would also 
be built at Heuston West.

A planning application is 
expected to be lodged 
by the end of 2022, and 
commercial service would 
commence in 2026. See 
www.dartplus.ie for 
updates.

Get up  
the road
Transportation 
matters

Looking after  
each other
KIN is conscious of the needs of people in our 
community, particularly in areas of poverty 
and disadvantage. We are committed to  
helping marginalised groups and supporting 
everyone in open, imaginative, and empathetic 
ways – no matter their age, background, or 
socio-economic status.

Did you know: 55% of households in the KIN 
area are apartments. (CSO Census data 2016).

The importance of being open and welcoming to 
new neighbours is understood by the majority 
of people. We are committed to outreach, 

engagement, and building leadership – as well as 
the careful study of local demographic changes 
and wider societal trends, in order to continually 
adapt and refine the response required.

Dublin City Council is seeking Urban Regeneration 
Development Funding from Darragh O Brien T.D. 
– the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage – for key local projects designed to: 

• Improve connections between Kilmainham 
and Inchicore villages.

• Strengthen the quality of the public realm 
in both our Villages and adjoining areas.

• Enhance the landscape character of the 
area which in turn will act as a catalyst for 
further urban regeneration.

• Identify a Greening Strategy that would 
enhance and improve existing open space and 
amenity areas within Kilmainham-Inchicore, 
making it more liveable and attractive to the 
community, workers and visitors.

The Development Strategy aims to: 

• Advance a strong sense of community 
through fostering inclusion, healthy living 
and cultural confidence.

• Promote greater use and improvement of 
local amenities and assets. 

• Address the challenge of Climate Change 
by reducing pollution, developing green and 
blue routes, encouraging walking, cycling 
and supporting local biodiversity measures.

• Support a mix of residential types and tenures, 
both public (social and cost rental) and private.

• Provide high quality public realm such that 
the area becomes a more attractive place 
for job creation.

Given the proximity of Kilmainham/Inchicore to 
the City Centre, the report suggests that there 
is an opportunity to deliver a particular form of 
urban regeneration. One that will be founded 
on the 15 Minute City concept – that aims to 
provide everything you need within a 15 minute 
short walk or bike; including jobs, school, food, 
parks, community facilities, medical and more.

Kilmainham 
and Inchicore 
Development 
Strategy (KIDS)

KILMAINHAM INCHICORE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY To view: GO TO www.kilmainham-inchicore.ie 
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GREENWAYS

LUAS LINE

POSSIBLE LUAS
EXTENSION

LUAS STOPS

PROPOSED DART 
OVERGROUND/FOUR-TRACK 

CYCLEWAYS1.   CIE IRISH RAIL LANDS 
Development Focus including Transport Museum/Cultural Hub

2. OBLATE CAMPUS
3.  INCHICORE WORKS ESTATE  

Proposed Architectural Conservation Area (ACA)

4. GOLDENBRIDGE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE Development Focus

5. CITY EDGE PROJECT
6. CAMAC FLOOD ALLEVIATION SCHEME All along Camac 

7. TIMOR PARK/LIFFEY GAELS
8. LIFFEY VALE BIO-DIVERSITY CENTRE
9. MAGAZINE FORT/PHOENIX PARK
10.  PLANNED NEW BRIDGE  

Connecting War Memorial Garden & North Bank of River Liffey

11. GRATTAN CRESCENT Playground

12.  RICHMOND PARK  
Proposed redevelopment (St. Patrick’s Athletic FC)

13. EMMET ROAD DEVELOPMENT
14.  RICHMOND BARRACKS
15. GOLDENBRIDGE CEMETERY
16. TURVEY PARK
17. INCHICORE COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION
18. INCHICORE LIBRARY BUILDING
19. KILMAINHAM GAOL & COURTHOUSE 
20. KILMAINHAM MILL
21. ST JAMES’S LINEAR PARK
22.  NEW CHILDREN’S & ST. JAMES’S HOSPITALS
23. IMMA

1
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19
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23

WAR MEMORIAL GARDENS

7

INCHICORE
KILMAINHAM

PUBLIC REALM  
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16
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21
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BUS CONNECTS
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This map of Kilmainham and Inchicore 
highlights our major heritage sites as well 
as recent and proposed developments 
in our area. These developments include 
new housing, transport infrastructure 
(greenways, cycleways, bus routes, trains, 
LUAS and Dart), public realm improvements 
as well as public facilities.  ISLANDBRIDGE
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The Draft Dublin City Development Plan 2022–2028, is underpinned by the need for 
climate action. This focus is especially pressing as new developments occur in our area.

Environmental consciousness, including establishing a sustainable, low-carbon city, 
has arisen both from within local authorities, Government and at the EU level. The 
Draft Dublin City Development Plan states in very clear terms the importance of:

A shift in behavioural patterns.

The effective use of land well served by public 
transport. 

The use of renewable energy sources. 

The redevelopment of sustainable infrastructure 
in order for the city to make its contribution to 
emissions reduction.  

Such measures as these will help increase the 
resilience of the city’s economy. 

It is envisaged that by 2050, Dublin will be a zero 
carbon city with all of its energy coming from 
renewable energy sources.  

KIN has a keen interest in promoting green activities in the vicinity, including 
supporting the work of voluntary organisations such as Inchicore Environmental 
Group and other biodiversity projects.

A number  
of voluntary  
environmental  
initiatives are  
already active:

THE INCHICORE ENVIRONMENTAL  
GROUP (IEG)
Celebrating their 10th anniversary this year, 
IEG improves the local environment through 
monthly litter clean-ups, tree planting, 
water-quality testing, pollinator plans, 
pocket forests, and school art competitions 
around litter.

JOIN IN
The IEG meets monthly for clean-ups and 
litter-picking on the last Saturday of the 
month from 10–12pm at BERA Hall, Connolly 
Avenue. Equipment supplied. All are welcome!

Please email inchicoreenvironmental@gmail.com 
for more information.

THE DUBLIN 8 GREEN BRIDGE FORUM 
This Forum supports access to and 
development of quality public green and blue 
spaces, in order to progress community well-
being. For more information contact  
info@commonground.ie

“ To truly experience the impact a small number of volunteers can 
have – take a walk down to Turvey Park off Emmet Road, a project 
that emerged during the pandemic when the two-kilometre radius 
restriction meant we paid closer attention to green spaces nearby. 
Two local women Julie McCormick and Mary Moriarty took it upon 
themselves to start digging and planting in the underutilised open 
space, having received permission from DCC. Now support from 
local groups has led to this hidden gem of a park becoming a vital 
open green space for us all.” 

– Niamh, Kilmainham resident

Climate  
action in  
your area 

Grand Canal clean up, Inchicore.

Inchicore 
Environm

ental Group.

If you would like to get involved with the Turvey Park Community Initiative 
contact: julesmccormick@gmail.com

Turvey Park
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MIXED USE URBAN QUARTER FRONTING ONTO EMMET ROAD

• A MIX OF ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY, CIVIC, RETAIL AND CAFE USES FRONTING ONTO EMMET ROAD

• CHANGES IN SCALE, HEIGHT AND CHARACTER OF THE NEW BUILDINGS TO RESPOND TO EXISTING STREET SCAPE

• DESIGN INTEGRATES WITH AND HIGHLIGHTS EXISTING HISTORIC BARRACK’S BOUNDARY WALL 

• ENHANCING CONNECTIVITY AND PERMEABILITY BETWEEN INCHICORE VILLAGE AND THE NEW EMMET ROAD DEVELOPMENT

NEW ACTIVE STREET FRONTAGE ADDRESSING EMMET ROAD

COMMUNITY HUB / LIBRARY RESIDENTIAL SUPERMARKET

CAFE

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH

RETAIL
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RETAIL

EMMET ROAD DEVELOPMENT 
Plans have recently been lodged to An Bord 
Pleanála to redevelop the green field opposite 
Richmond Barracks as a Dublin City Council’s 
cost rental and social residential development. 
In May 2020, Dublin City Council appointed 
Bucholz McEvoy (www.bmcea.com) as the 
integrated design team to prepare a planning 
application for the Emmet Road regeneration 
project. This c.4.9 hectares’ site will provide 
578 residential (70% cost rental and 30% 
social housing) units. 

The development also includes a community 
hub, library, crèche, supermarket, café, and a 
number of commercial units located within open 
public spaces and tree-lined streets to create 
a vibrant new neighbourhood in Inchicore.

The proposal aims to build an affordable, 
sustainable, energy-efficient community 
supported by local facilities. The design 
includes shared spaces that enhance 
both the lives of the residents and the 
surrounding community, encouraging place-
making and social and cultural activity. 

A period of time for public observations 
and submissions now follows. Plans can 
be viewed at Inchicore Library, Richmond 
Barracks, among other places. Once An 
Bord Pleanála has made a final decision, the 
expected timeline for development of new 
homes is approximately three years. View the 
full application online at www.emmetroad.ie

INCHICORE REGENERATION 
CONSULTATIVE FORUM
Dublin City Council, with the help of KIN, set 
up the Inchicore Regeneration Consultative 
Forum (IRCF) to collaborate with DCC and the 
lead architectural design team to support the 
development of a vibrant, high-quality, mixed-
use urban quarter on the DCC Emmet Road site. 

The Forum delegates include elected 
councillors and DCC officials, as well as 
representatives from residents associations, 
community groups, and statutory 
organisations. The group meets monthly.

The Forum believes that the development 
should provide secure, affordable, permanent 
homes to the Inchicore/Kilmainham area.
The IRCF believe that public consultation is an 
essential part of the development process 
and needs to be carried out in an inclusive and 
meaningful way.

The Forum are very impressed with Bucholz 
McEvoy’s design process and willingness to 
engage with the community.

The Forum was established by KIN in 2018. 
Delegates engage in the processes of 
building trust, capacity and preparing the 
groundwork for welcoming and facilitating 
the integration of 1,200 or more residents 
into our community.

Upcoming development and building plans for the area

New Urban Village in Inchicore Railway
The Government’s “Housing for All” plan 
for Inchicore includes the transfer of the 
Iarnród Eireann train works depot to the Land 
Development Agency (LDA). 

The National Media recently reported that the 
LDA is planning a new urban village in Inchicore 
in Dublin which could accommodate up to 
10,000 homes. 

The LDA believes that the Iarnród Eireann site, 
could fit around 5,000 affordable homes. Both 
ESB and the Office of Public Works sites have 
also been identified to build affordable homes. 

This is part of a wider redevelopment project 
called City Edge and is not expected to enter 
the planning process until 2027. www.lda.ie

New Children’s Hospital (NCH)
The NCH project will combine the services 
currently provided at three children’s 
hospitals into one modern, custom-designed, 
digital hospital at St James’s campus, in order 
to deliver the best care and treatments for 
Ireland’s sickest children and young people. 

This represents Ireland’s most significant 
capital investment project in the healthcare 
system. It is expected to impact 25% of the 
population. www.newchildrenshospital.ie

City Edge Project
This project 
represents the 
most significant 
housing and 
economic 
opportunity ever 
undertaken in 

the Dublin region, and has the potential to be 
one of the largest and most transformational 
regeneration projects in Europe. 

It covers approximately 700 hectares and is 
strategically located along the Naas Road (in 
largely industrial areas) at the western edge 
of Dublin City and bordering Inchicore along 
the Grand Canal. www.cityedge.ie
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Kilmainham Mill.

Cois Abhainn Biodiversity Centre.

Kilmainham Mill
The Kilmainham Mill, overlooking the River 
Carmac, is a protected structure that consists 
of early 19th to mid-20th century buildings 
with an adjacent, infilled millrace. It served 
as a flour mill prior to conversion for textile 
production at the turn of the last century 
and ceased all industrial use in 2000. It has 
remained unoccupied since.

Following purchase of the complex by DCC, a 
range of surveys determined that essential 
stabilisation and repair works were required. 
The first stage of works have begun and will 
provide safe access to the building and allow 
DCC to begin the process of implementing the 
long-term restoration strategy.

St. Patrick’s Athletic FC
Our local FAI Cup Champions – recently sought the support 
of Dublin City Council to redevelop Richmond Park. 

Among other improvements it plans to increase it’s 
seating capacity to 8,000.

The City Manager, Owen Keegan, recently indicated 
that DCC are positively disposed towards their stadium 
renovation proposal. This support is now reflected 
within the Draft City Development Plan 2022–2028.

Cois Abhainn, Liffey Vale Biodiversity Centre
Liffey Vale House is located on the northern 
banks of the River Liffey, along the 
Chapelizod Road. The house and gardens, 
which are derelict, are owned by DCC, 
who are developing proposals for the 
regeneration of this important site. Liffey 
Vale House will include interpretation on 
biodiversity and the history of the Liffey, 
a learning space (large enough for school 
groups), and a small café.

Camac Flood Alleviation 
Scheme (FAS)
The Camac River flows 
through Inchicore and 
Kilmainham, entering the 
Liffey at Heuston Station. 
The Camac flood alleviation 
project, currently at stage 1 
in development and design, 
will enhance flood defences 
to EU directive standards. 
Over the last 4 years a 
Bird Survey 

has been carried out as 
part of this project by Eric 
Dempsey, results of the 
survey are available from 
www.camacfas.ie 

Commemorative Bridge at Irish National War Memorial Gardens
Ian Richie Architects (designer of the Spire) has designed a 
commemorative pedestrian bridge over the Liffey at the Irish 
National War Memorial Gardens. Subject to planning approval, 
work will begin in 2023. 

Liffey Gaels Park  
DCC have commissioned a Master Plan site analysis and 
proposal for the Liffey Gaels Park. This report is expected to 
be completed by end of 2022.

Activation and Animation of the Grand Canal 
A jointly commissioned strategy, by Waterways Ireland and 
DCC, has identified measures that could be put in place to 
increase the recreational value of the Grand Canal’s Green and 
Blue spaces (canal banks and watercourse). The next stage, to 
implement these outcomes, is due to commence in 2023. 

In 2021, a Kilmainham Inchicore TOURISM Strategy was 
commissioned by DCC to assess the area from a touristic 
perspective, and put forward a vision based on strategic 
development and investment priorities. 

Reports available to view at www.kilmainham-inchicore.ie  

Development in Phoenix Park 
The Magazine Fort in Phoenix Park is due to be restored.  
It is expected this project will take five years.  
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Culture can mean many different things to different communities and 
individuals. But one thing is clear: without a vibrant culture, our sense of 
identity, place, and creativity would be greatly diminished. 

A significant number of Government Departments and agencies exist to foster 
our cultural lives. Local Authorities too (in our case Dublin City Council) have 
become increasingly influential in providing vital infrastructural, dedicated arts 
funding and programme supports to artists/arts organisations and communities 
of interest.

Much of this enthusiasm and commitment to Culture – heritage and the arts – is 
reflected in the Draft Dublin City Development Plan 2022–2028.  
The excerpts below show the broad intentions and  
commitments being put in place in the KIN area.

As Dublin City grows and intensifies, the importance  
and value placed on creating local cultural hubs is  
more relevant than ever. 

These hubs help define and give character and meaning to the 
City. They provide a benefit to the public in their experience 
and engagement with arts and culture and can also bring 
direct benefits to artists engaging in their local community.

As Dublin has become an increasingly diverse city, the role 
of such hubs and arts provision can enable the progress of  
a respectful multicultural society.

Culture 
hubs
The South Central area of the 
City, with its wealth of historical, 
industrial, crafts and military 
heritage, has grown in importance as 
a cultural cluster within the city. 

INCLUDED IN THE STATED GOALS OF 
THE DRAFT DUBLIN CITY DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN IS A COMMITMENT TO: 
• Deliver a number of new cultural spaces 

and artists’ workspaces.

• Promote a heritage network and trail 
from the Dubline route through to 
Kilmainham and beyond.

• Support CIE in any future proposal to 
provide a transport museum facility 
at Inchicore Works, sensitive to the 
industrial heritage of this area.

• Ensure that the wider regeneration 
of Dublin 8 contributes to the cultural 
assets of the community with new 
spaces provided at street level in 
larger regeneration projects that will 
accommodate and provide for new local 
cultural uses.

Draft DCDP 2022–2028

Home is  
where the  
art is

Local arts 
developments
There is already a considerable base of arts 
practices in the KIN area – located within 
youth, and community development projects, 
local schools, and the Inchicore College – all 
that achieve positive learning outcomes, 
and actively seek further opportunities and 
resources, to expand the range and quality of 
their arts engagement processes.

In the KIN area we also have three arts specific 
organisations:

IMMA – the lead National Institution for visual 
arts with a long-established education and 
community department – and enabler/ 
collaborator with local community groups.

Common Ground an arts agency that works 
across the canal communities to connect 
socially engaged artists and specific 
communities of interest.

Richmond Barracks and its particular cultural 
/arts remit is yet another important point of 
reference – since its recent re-opening.

KIN, given this background, is actively 
examining ways to shape more socially 
inclusive and sustained forms of arts access 
and participation – linked to educational goals, 
progressive community development measures 
and quality engagement in various public realm 
projects. This process will necessitate a patient, 
incremental approach to promoting shared 
critical thinking and collaboration within our 
broad local community – and in particular with 
those artists and cultural sector workers who 
live/practice in the KIN area.  
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Kilmainham-Inchicore Heritage Group  
was relaunched at the end of 2021.  
Please email Michael O Flanagan at 
msriposte@gmail.com for information. 

Join in:

KIN is also in early stages of addressing the 
Dublin City Council Arts Office in examining 
research and scoping exercises, to identify 
existing and emerging arts provision needs – 
particularly in light of the projected doubling of 
our local population – based on current LDA/
City Edge projections.  

It is also gratifying to note that the Arts 
Council in recent times substantially improved 
its provision for community-based initiatives, 
capacity building measures and new forms of 
arts access and participation – underpinned by 
its first Equality, Human Rights and Diversity 
(EHRD) Strategy and Action plan, that states:

This plan sets out to respect, support, and 
safeguard the inclusion of all voices and 
cultures and ensure that everyone who lives 
in Ireland has the opportunity to engage with 
and participate in the arts.

Add to this the likely impact of the Dublin 
City Development Plan – in its commitment 
to providing new cultural spaces and artists 
workspaces in the KIN area. Including the 
Community Hub/Library to be located at a 
new plaza facing on to Emmet Road – see 
architects’ illustration on page 12 – an 
imaginatively conceived, accessible and 
adaptable building – to include dedicated 
arts workshops and a multipurpose hall/
performance space.

Taken together, these progressive Community 
Hub processes, along with anticipated Public 
Art and Creative Place Making initiatives – 
once properly founded and resourced – will 
provide an excellent context in which to 
originate and develop a new model of Local 
Arts Development for the KIN area in the 
period 2023–2027.

Seasonal fairs
Dublin City Council Culture Company 
and Dublin South City Partnership 
have joined KIN in organising a set of 
four seasonal fairs based in Richmond 
Barracks and adjoining areas.

This first cycle is a pilot phase, 
aimed at showcasing work by 
makers, entrepreneurs and small 
businesses, craftspeople, designers, 
and social enterprises from our local 
neighbourhoods.

The fairs include cultural/creative 
workshops, along with musical and 
performance-led sessions. The public 
are invited to participate in thematic 
presentations and dialogues. 

The Inchicore library – temporarily 
located at Richmond Barracks – offers 
a special selection of books related to 
the theme of each event. Refreshments 
and food are available to purchase in the 
landscaped garden area. 

Next of KIN
Please mark your diaries 
for these upcoming  
community events!

Calling all artists!
One consistent observation about the changing 
nature of the KIN area, and Inchicore in particular, 
is the influx of artists who have come to live and 
practice over the past decade.

In considering how KIN might progress its cultural/
arts remit, it’s clear that engagement with local artists, 
through carefully planned dialogues and sequential 
stages of cooperation is a priority action.

We know that these members of our community often 
face challenges in securing adequate workspaces, proper 
remuneration, and affirmation for their contributions to 
society. Therefore, KIN is examining methods of outreach, 
public forums, and action-research that would explore 
the living and working conditions of our artists.

NOTE: Members of KIN/IRCF worked closely with Bucholz McEvoy, the Integrated Design Team for 
the Emmet Road Development, in a co-design process related to the Community Hub. The working 

group also, at the request of DCC undertook an initial study into what form of management/
programming/funding model might best inform future deliberations and provision.
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Halloween/Samhain Event Cancelled
Regrettably, this Year’s Samhain/Halloween Event 
was cancelled on Monday October 3rd – due to 
funding issues not being resolved in sufficient 
time to initiate the various production plans. We 
are obviously disappointed, but are now working 
to resolve resource difficulties and to establish 
a solid foundation on which to develop the 
proposed three-year Samhain Trilogy concept in 
the months ahead with partner organisations.

Note: A fuller report, access to previous Samhain 
event video and photographs can be accessed 
through www.kilmainham-inchicore.ie 

MAY – Upcycle, Recycle & Reuse Fair
Our first seasonal fair promoted upcycled gems 
and recycled treasures made by local social 
enterprises, artists and craftspeople. Eco-friendly 
workshops, as well as panel discussions about 
building sustainable communities were held. Once 
this first year of pilot Fairs is complete a review 
will take place and determine how to build upon 
and improve the offering next year.

SEPTEMBER – Harvest Fair
The most recent September fair celebrated 
growth and nature with a cornucopia of seasonal 
foods and stalls with crafts by local makers. 
A complimentary set of thematic workshops/
presentations were offered.

NOVEMBER – Christmas Fair
Saturday & Sunday, 26-27 November
Following from last year’s very successful 
inaugural Christmas Fair, this year’s fair will offer 
Christmas crafts, cards and gifts – all made by 
local artists – and all supplemented with festive 
workshops, music, treats, and hot drinks.

FEBRUARY – St Brigid’s Day Fair
Saturday & Sunday, 4–5 February
On the occasion of this our new public holiday, 
the fair will celebrate local women in business 
and include family-themed workshops, locally 
sourced foods, and performative elements. 

Please do join us in the heart of Inchicore at 
Richmond Barracks for any and all of these fairs, 
where our communities can meet in a relaxed 
atmosphere – filled with crafts, clothing, design 
and art pieces, fun for children, and loads more.

Thomas Kinsella 
Thomas Kinsella was born in Inchicore on May 
4, 1928, and was a pupil at the Model School, 
which he revisited just a short time before 
his death in 2021 at age 93. He received the 
Freedom of the City of Dublin in 2007.  

Model School Inchicore, is one of Kinsella’s 
poems where he imaginatively re-enters the 
land of his childhood to explore his human 
journey from innocence to knowledge. Below 
a short extract where he recalls time out of 
class playing in the schoolyard. 

When Autumn came 
and the big chestnut leaves 
fell all over the playground 
we piled them in heaps 
between the wall and the tree trunks 
and the boys ran races 
jumping over the heaps 
and tumbled into them shouting.

Local Authors  
on Local History 
Seosamh Ó Broin (Inchicore Kilmainham 
and District), Liam O’Meara (Who 
Remembers Keogh Square, When Paddy 

worked on the Railway: the Coming of the 
Railway to Inchicore), Angela Rolfe and 
Annie Dibble eds. (Shadows + Reflections: 
The Irish National War Memorial Gardens) 
are some of the local authors (and their 
books) writing about our locality. 

The Goldenbridge 
Cemetery 
Opened by Daniel O’Connell – in 1828, aimed 
at fulfilling his vision to provide dignified 
burial space “for those of all religions and 
none”. As such it is a small Victorian garden 
graveyard featuring beautiful mature trees 
and a large central monument. Notably, the 
first President of the Executive Council of 
the Irish Free State WT. Cograve (who died 
aged 85) and his son Liam Cograve a former 
Taoiseach (died aged 97) – are both buried 
in a family plot.

Kay Mills  
Was born on the 8th of October 1923. She 
made her camogie debut with the Great 
Southern Railways Club aged 14 years and in 
her time became the most decorated player 
in the history of Gaelic Games. Captaining 
Dublin to 15 All Ireland senior medals, 
including her final medal won on the day of 
her retirement aged 38 years. She is widely 
regarded as one of the greatest players of 
all time. A plaque to Mills was erected at her 
former home, 1 Abercorn Terrace, Inchicore.

Did you know



SHAPE YOUR 
LOCAL FUTURE

The Dublin South City Partnership has cultivated a strong, 
collaborative relationship to KIN, since KIN was established in 2016.

Together we have actioned a range of community development 
measures – across research areas, childcare, learning, social 
enterprise, public realm and multiculturalism.

We also partner in the design and delivery of seasonal fairs in 
Richmond Barracks and support key community arts programming.

www.dublinsouthcitypartnership.ie

Inchicore College of Further Education (ICFE)
The College, a founding member of KIN, have recently committed to 
partnership work on an emerging range of educational and cultural/
arts initiatives. ICFE’s input to the forthcoming five year KIN Vision and 
Development Plan (2023–2027) will bring further clarity and definition to 
bear on new ways of engaging and working within our local community.  

www.inchicorecollege.ie

CONNECTIONS

This Newsletter is a KIN – Kilmainham Inchicore 
Network – Publication.

Address: KIN, 6 Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 8 
www.kilmainham-inchicore.ie

Editors: Aoife Hannan and Niall O Baoill

Design: Persuasion Republic, Kilmainham Square, Dublin 8. 
www.persuasionrepublic.ie

Printed in Ireland by Ricoh on paper that has been sourced 
sustainably. Please recycle after use.

Thank you to: our local 
Kilmainham and Inchicore 
community organisations 
and individuals who provided 
text and imagery for this 
publication.

Disclaimer: at the time of 
going to print all planning 
information was accurate. 
However, planing timelines  
and project delivery can  
often change.

A digital versions of this 
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downloaded from  
www.kilmainham-inchicore.ieIm
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